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SEVERAL provinces claimed Gandhi. Swami Shraddhanand wanted
him to settle in Hardwar. Friends in Calcutta strongly recommended
Vaidyanathadham. Rajkot claimed him. Some friends pressed
Gandhi to settle down in Ahmedabad and they volunteered to help
him in every possible way. Being a Gujarati, his choice fell on the
nerve-centre of Gujarat.
Ahmedabad was a suitable place for his activities in many ways.
As his chief programme was swadeshi and as Ahmedabad was an
ancient centre of handloom weaving, it was likely to be the most
favourable field for the revival of cottage industry. He thought he
could influence the people most through his mother tongue, Gujarati.
A no less important consideration was the monetary help offered,
Ahmedabad being the richest place in Gujarat, Gandhi thought its
wealthy citizens could be easily induced to help a new activity.
Gandhi, however, did not want to be vague about his plans and
principles. He made it clear to his friends that he would take the
first opportunity of admitting an untouchable to his institution. He
decided to found a settlement like the one in South Africa to train his
co-workers. A barrister friend, Mr. Jivanlal Desai, offered to let his
one-storied bungalow in Kochrab, a small village near Ahmedabad,
and Gandhi hired it.
On May 25, 1915 an ashram was founded at Kochrab. His friends
had suggested Gandhi several names, such as "Sevashram" and
"Tapovan". Gandhi decided to call it "Satyagraha Ashram" as
conveying both his goal and method of service. "Our creed is devo-
tion to truth, and our business is the search for an insistence on
truth." There were in all about twenty-five men and women as
inmates of the ashram, among whom thirteen were Tamilians and
the rest came from different parts of India. All lived as one family
and had their meals in a common kitchen. They were divided into